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(57) ABSTRACT

An electric storage cell includes a film-like casing configured
to house a layered charge collector and electrolyte, and an
electrode terminal connected to the charge collector and
exposed to an outside of the film-like casing, the electric
storage cell being chargeable/dischargeable using the elec-
trode terminal, wherein bending portions of the film-like cas-
ing are formed in parallel.
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1
ELECTRIC STORAGE CELL

RELATED APPLICATIONS

The present application is a National Phase of International
Application Number PCT/JP2011/077373, filed Nov. 28,
2011, and claims priority from Japanese Application Number
2010-270412, filed Dec. 3, 2010.

TECHNICAL FIELD

This invention relates to a chargeable/dischargeable elec-
tric storage cell.

BACKGROUND ART

An electric storage cell having a casing made of a thin-film
material such as a laminate film has excellent space efficiency
and heat radiation. Therefore, such an electric storage cell is
used in a secondary battery such as a lithium ion battery as
well as an electric double layer capacitor.

In such a kind of the electric storage cell, the casing is
formed, typically, through a press work. Therefore, as seen in
a focal manner, portions subjected to a strong tensile or bend-
ing strain are distributed in places. Such portions are suscep-
tible to a wrinkle or a crack causing liquid leakage.

JP2004-55171A discloses a reinforcing member provided
in a corner of an inner surface of a concave portion of the film
exterior.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In the technique disclosed in JP2004-55171A, a crack is
prevented using the reinforcing member for the purpose of
stress relaxation. However, the method of using the reinforc-
ing member fails to perfectly prevent a crack, and it is difficult
to prevent liquid leakage unless the reinforcing member and
the film closely abut on each other.

This invention has been designed in consideration of these
problems, and an object thereof is to provide a film-like
casing capable of preventing liquid leakage.

According to one aspect of this invention, an electric stor-
age cell including a film-like casing configured to house a
layered charge collector and electrolyte, and an electrode
terminal connected to the charge collector and exposed to an
outside of the film-like casing is provided. The electric stor-
age cell is chargeable/dischargeable using the electrode ter-
minal, wherein bending portions of the film-like casing are
formed in parallel.

Embodiments of the present invention and advantages
thereof are described in detail below with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is a cross-sectional view illustrating a front side of
an electric double layer capacitor according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 1B is a left side view illustrating the electric double
layer capacitor of FIG. 1A;

FIG. 1C is a right side view illustrating the electric double
layer capacitor of FIG. 1A;

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view illustrating a film-
like casing;

FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view illustrating a film-
like casing in prior art;
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FIG. 4 is an exploded perspective view illustrating a film-
like casing;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view illustrating an electrode ter-
minal;

FIG. 6A is a cross-sectional view illustrating a front side of
an electric double layer capacitor according to another
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6B is a left side view illustrating the electric double
layer capacitor of FIG. 6A;

FIG. 6C is a right side view illustrating the electric double
layer capacitor of FIG. 6A; and

FIG. 7 is a perspective view illustrating a film-like casing.

EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

Hereinafter, an electric storage cell according to an
embodiment of the present invention will be described with
reference to the accompanying drawings.

The electric storage cell is chargeable/dischargeable, and
includes a secondary battery such as a nickel hydrogen bat-
tery or a lithium ion battery as well as an electric double layer
capacitor. In the following description of the embodiments, it
is assumed that the electric storage cell is an electric double
layer capacitor (hereinafter, simply referred to as a “capaci-
tor”).

Hereinafter, the capacitor 100 will be described with ref-
erence to FIGS. 1 to 5.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the capacitor 100 includes a film-
like casing 10 having openings 10a and 104 in both ends and
apair of electrode terminals 20 configured to block the open-
ings 10a and 105 of'the film-like casing 10 and exposed to the
outside of the film-like casing 10.

A layered product 5 is housed in the film-like casing 10.
The layered product 5 is obtained by laminating a predeter-
mined number of layers including a positive charge collector
2, a negative charge collector 3, and a separator (not illus-
trated) interposed between the positive and negative charge
collectors 2 and 3 to separate both of them. In addition,
electrolyte is hermetically encapsulated in the film-like cas-
ing 10. In this manner, the film-like casing 10 houses the
layered product 5 and the electrolyte.

The separator hinders a contact between the positive and
negative charge collectors 2 and 3, but does not obstruct
circulation of ions. The separator is a sheet made of paper or
resin. Activated carbons constituting an electric double layer
are coated on surfaces of the positive and negative charge
collectors 2 and 3.

The capacitor 100 stores electric charges and discharges
the stored electric charges using the electrostatic capacity of
the electric double layer in both the positive and negative
charge collectors 2 and 3. The charge/discharge operation is
performed using the electrode terminals 20.

Next, the film-like casing 10 will be described with refer-
ence to FI1G. 2.

The film-like casing 10 is formed by facing a pair of frames
13 to each other and bonding a surface 12a of a flange 12 to
the other one. Each frame 13 includes a main body 11 con-
figured to house the layered product 5 and have an approxi-
mately U-shaped cross section and the flange 12 extending to
the outside approximately perpendicularly from both ends of
the main body 11. As a result, openings 10a and 105 are
formed in both ends of the film-like casing 10. FIG. 2 is an
exploded perspective view illustrating the film-like casing 10
before a pair of frames 13 are bonded.

Each frame 13 is formed by bending a laminate film sheet.
As the main body 11 and the flange 12 are formed by bending
the laminate film sheet, four straight bending portions 14a to
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144 are formed in the frame 13. The four bending portions
14a to 144 are formed in parallel each other. In this manner,
overall bending portions 14a to 144 formed in the frame 13
are formed in parallel. Therefore, the cross-sectional area of
the internal space of the film-like casing 10 is uniform along
a longitudinal direction, and the area of the openings 10a and
1054 in both ends are equal to the cross-sectional area of the
space where the layered product 5 is housed.

The laminate film is a multi-layered film material obtained
by laminating a resin layer on a metal layer such as a metal
foil. At least one surface layer of the laminate film is formed
of thermoplastic resin. A pair of frames 13 are bonded by
facing the thermoplastic resin on the surface layer of the
flange 12 to the other one and thermally welding the thermo-
plastic resin. The sheet is not limited to the laminate film.
Instead, the sheet may include a resin sheet or a metal sheet if
it has a film shape.

FIG. 3 illustrates a film-like casing 30 in prior art as a
comparison example. The film-like casing 30 is formed by
facing a pair of frames 33 and bonding a surface 32a of a
flange 32 to the other one. Each frame 33 includes a box-like
main body 31 and the flange 32 extending approximately
perpendicularly from the opening edge of the main body 31 to
the outside. FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view illustrat-
ing the film-like casing 30 before a pair of frames 33 are
bonded.

Each frame 33 is formed by performing a press work for the
laminate film sheet. In the film-like casing 30 formed in this
way, bending portions are not formed in parallel each other.
Therefore, for example, a corner 35 is shaped by three bend-
ing portions 34a, 345, and 34c¢ extending to different direc-
tions. That is, the corner 35 is shaped through bending along
three-axis directions and is subjected to plastic deformation
caused by a three-dimensional stress. For this reason, each
layer of the laminate film is thinned in the corner 35, and a
crack may be easily generated in the corner 35. In particular,
ametal layer of the laminate film easily loses tenacity through
work hardening by plastic deformation and easily generates a
defect causing a crack.

In contrast, in the film-like casing 10 according to the
present embodiment, overall bending portions 14a to 144 are
shaped through bending along a single axis direction. There-
fore, no corner exists, and only a simple bending shape exists.
The bending portions 14a to 144 are subjected to a small
plastic deformation force and do not easily generate a defect
causing a crack. Furthermore, if the bending portions 144 to
144 are rounded as illustrated in FIG. 4, the plastic deforma-
tion force is further reduced. As a result, it is possible to
maintain the thicknesses of the bending portions 14ato 14d as
those of other portions, and a defect causing a crack is not
easily generated.

Next, the electrode terminal 20 provided in the openings
10a and 105 of the film-like casing 10 will be described with
reference to FIG. 5.

The electrode terminal 20 includes a positive electrode
terminal 20A electrically connected to the positive charge
collector 2 and a negative electrode terminal 20B electrically
connected to the negative charge collector 3. The positive
electrode terminal 20A is provided to block one opening 10a
of'the film-like casing 10, and the negative electrode terminal
20B is provided to block the other opening 1056. The positive
and negative electrode terminals 20A and 20B have the same
shape. Therefore, in the following description, only the posi-
tive electrode terminal 20A will be described.

The positive electrode terminal 20A is made of a conduc-
tive metal such as aluminum. The positive electrode terminal
20A includes a main body 21 formed in a cup-like shape and
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bonded to the inner circumference of the opening 10a, an
external terminal portion 22 extending from the main body 21
and extracted to the outside of the film-like casing 10, and a
charge collector connecting portion 23 protruding from the
bottom of the main body 21 and connected to the positive
charge collector 2. The charge collector connecting portion
23 of the negative electrode terminal 20B is connected to the
negative charge collector 3.

The main body 21 is formed in a bottomed cup shape
having an approximately elliptical opening and a depth. The
main body 21 has a sealing surface 25 formed across the
entire outer circumference thereof. Thermoplastic resin is
applied to the sealing surface 25 with a uniform thickness.
The main body 21 is bonded to the inner circumference of the
opening 10a ofthe film-like casing 10 using the thermoplastic
resin. In this manner, the entire outer circumference of the
main body 21 is bonded to the entire inner circumference of
the opening 10a of the film-like casing 10. The thermoplastic
resin of the sealing surface 25 may be the same type as that of
the thermoplastic resin of the surface layer of the laminate
film. In this configuration, it is possible to facilitate the ther-
mal welding, so that sealing performance between the outer
circumference of the main body 21 and the inner circumfer-
ence of the opening 10a is improved. Alternatively, without
providing the thermoplastic resin on the sealing surface 25,
the outer circumference of the main body 21 may be directly
bonded to the inner circumference of the opening 10a using
the thermoplastic resin as the surface layer of the laminate
film.

In general, the capacitor radiates the heat inside the casing
through the electrode terminal. The heat radiation amount of
the capacitor is small, compared to a chemical battery which
uses a chemical reaction. However, it is necessary to dis-
charge the heat generated in the casing to the outside. Since
each electrode terminal 20 is shaped to block the openings
10a and 105 of the film-like casing 10, the electrode terminal
20 is formed to have the same size as the area of the opening
10a or 105b. Therefore, in the capacitor 100, it is possible to
facilitate external heat exchange using the electrode terminal
20 and efficiently discharge the heat in the film-like casing 10
to the outside.

The external terminal portion 22 is formed in a rectangular
flat plate shape. The external terminal portion 22 is extracted
to the outside of the film-like casing 10 and connected to an
external terminal portion 22 of another neighboring capacitor
100.

The charge collector connecting portion 23 is formed in the
opposite side of the external terminal portion 22 by interpos-
ing the main body 21. The charge collector connecting por-
tion 23 protrudes to the inside of the film-like casing 10, and
the positive charge collector 2 is connected to a flat connect-
ing surface 23a. The negative charge collector 3 is connected
to the connecting surface 23a of the charge collector connect-
ing portion 23 of the negative electrode terminal 20B.

According to the embodiments described above, it is pos-
sible to obtain the following effects.

Since the bending portions 14a to 144 of the film-like
casing 10 are formed in parallel, no corner exists in the film-
like casing 10, and only a simple bending shape exists. Since
the bending portions 14a to 14d are subjected to a small
plastic deformation force, a defect causing a crack is not
easily generated. Therefore, it is possible to prevent liquid
leakage from the film-like casing 10, improve reliability of
the capacitor 100, and lengthen a service life.

Next, another embodiment of the present invention will be
described with reference to FIG. 6. In the embodiment
described above, the electrode terminal 20 is shaped to block
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the openings 10a and 105 of the film-like casing 10. In con-
trast, in the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 6, the electrode
terminal 20 is made of a conductive plate material such as an
aluminum plate. The openings 10a and 1056 are blocked by the
thermoplastic resin 40, and the electrode terminal 20 is fixed
using the thermoplastic resin 40.

Next, still another embodiment of the present invention
will be described with reference to FIG. 7. In the embodiment
described above, the film-like casing 10 is configured by
bonding a pair of frames 13 formed by bending a laminate
film sheet. In contrast, in the embodiment illustrated in FIG.
7, the film-like casing 10 is configured by bending a single
laminate film sheet and bonding both ends of the sheet.

The film-like casing 10 includes a main body 51 having an
approximately rectangular cross section to house the layered
product 5 and a pair of opposite flanges 52 formed by bending
both ends of the laminate film sheet, so that the opposite
surfaces 52a of the flanges 52 are bonded to each other.
Specifically, opposite surfaces 52a of the flanges 52 are
bonded by facing the thermoplastic resin layer as a surface
layer of the flange 52 to the other one and thermally welding
the thermoplastic resin. As a result, the openings 10a and 105
are formed in both ends of the film-like casing 10. FIG. 7
illustrates the film-like casing 10 before the flanges 52 are
bonded.

In the film-like casing 10, six straight bending portions 54a
to 54f are formed. The six bending portions 54a to 54f are
formed in parallel. In this manner, overall bending portions
54a to 54f formed in the film-like casing 10 are formed in
parallel. Therefore, the cross-sectional area of the internal
space of the film-like casing 10 is uniform along a longitudi-
nal direction, and the area of the opening 10a and 105 is equal
to the cross-sectional area of the space where the layered
product 5 is housed.

The film-like casing 10 is formed by bending a single
laminate film sheet, and the thermal welding is applied only to
a single portion. Therefore, it is possible to more effectively
prevent liquid leakage from the film-like casing 10.

This invention is not limited to the embodiment described
above, and may be subjected to various modifications within
the scope of the technical spirit thereof.

With respect to the above description, the contents of appli-
cation No. 2010-270412, with a filing date of Dec. 3, 2010 in
Japan, are incorporated herein by reference.

The invention claimed is:

1. An electric storage cell, comprising:

a film-like casing configured to house a layered charge
collector and electrolyte; and

an electrode terminal connected to the charge collector and
exposed to an outside of the film-like casing,

the electric storage cell being chargeable/dischargeable
using the electrode terminal,

wherein overall bending portions of the film-like casing are
formed in parallel.

2. The electric storage cell according to claim 1,

wherein a cross-sectional area of an internal space of the
film-like casing is uniform along a longitudinal direc-
tion.
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3. The electric storage cell according to claim 1,

wherein the film-like casing has a pair of frames bonded to
each other, and the pair of frames are formed by bending
a film-like sheet.

4. The electric storage cell according to claim 3,

wherein the frame has a main body having an approxi-
mately U-shaped cross section, and a flange extending to
an outside from both ends of the main body, and the
film-like casing is configured by facing the pair of
frames and bonding a surface of the flange to the other
one.

5. The electric storage cell according to claim 1,

wherein the film-like casing is formed by bending a single
film-like sheet and bonding both ends of the sheet.

6. The electric storage cell according to claim 5,

wherein the film-like casing has a main body having an
approximately rectangular cross section and a pair of
opposite flanges formed by bending both ends of the
sheet, and the film-like casing is configured by bonding
opposite surfaces of the flanges to each other.

7. The electric storage cell according to claim 1,

wherein the bending portions are rounded.

8. The electric storage cell according to claim 1,

wherein an overall outer circumference of the electrode
terminal is bonded to an overall inner circumference of
an opening of an end of the film-like casing.

9. The electric storage cell according to claim 1,

wherein all bending portions of the film-like casing are
parallel to each other.

10. An electric storage cell, comprising:

a film-like casing configured to house a layered charge
collector and electrolyte; and

an electrode terminal connected to the charge collector and
exposed to an outside of the film-like casing,

the electric storage cell being chargeable/dischargeable
using the electrode terminal,

wherein bending portions of the film-like casing are
formed in parallel,

wherein the film-like casing has a pair of frames bonded to
each other, and the pair of frames are formed by bending
a film-like sheet, and

wherein the frame has a main body having an approxi-
mately U-shaped cross section, and a flange extending to
an outside from both ends of the main body, and the
film-like casing is configured by facing the pair of
frames and bonding a surface of the flange to the other
one.

11. An electric storage cell, comprising:

a film-like casing configured to house a layered charge
collector and electrolyte; and

an electrode terminal connected to the charge collector and
exposed to an outside of the film-like casing,

the electric storage cell being chargeable/dischargeable
using the electrode terminal,

wherein bending portions of the film-like casing are
formed in parallel, and

wherein an overall outer circumference of the electrode
terminal is bonded to an overall inner circumference of
an opening of an end of the film-like casing.
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